INDIANAPOLIS, FEBRUARY 28, 185(1.

By letiers from California, wa learn of the death

of Df- Ac ‘h‘-}" late of ti!i.‘i ci!y.

Nisurop Keupan and Pasxer Cagsow, suldiers in

the late war with Mexico, will please call at 1hiii-
oflice. & 4. G l

e e ,

(r~We publiish the communication of “G. \V-T
sentiments which he expresses, and notwithstanding
he talks like a man, demented, or beside himself.
The writer rares about “*Abolitiovism,” and **paliti-
What does he

notwithstanding we disagree tolal'y with the

cal lucksters about [ndianapolie™
He himself resides here, and should speak
80 as 1o be understocd in regard to men and things,
if he snuffs danger n the breeze. It s the worst,
nrw_:-?;-d‘:-f bhumbugs, to talk ubout Abo-
No such thing exisis within

menil ‘

maoel
litionism in Todiana,
our borders, if we except perhaps ten per cent. of
the whigs, and perhaps that exceplion need nol now
be 1ade, considering the influences of Taylorism.
But the man who can see no difference between fx-
tending slavery to terrilory now Jree from i1, and the
abolition of slavery in the States, districts or territo-
ries where it mow exisls, is not qualified to write up-
on the subject for the honest information of the peo-
G. W. K. very evidently does not ecemprebend
Tht.: last National Demecratic Coin-

ple.
the differcnce.
vention was able to see the difference ; the last Demo-
eratic State Convention in this Siate saw it just as
clegrly, and so did the members of the Legisliature,
who bave since passed upon the queftion. Were all
these democratie bodies Abolilionists ! IfFG. W.
K. is right, they were; but we imagine it will be
news lo men who are capable of reflection and dis-
crimination.

All “old politicians™—incloding hunkers, flunkey-
ites, lime-servers and conservatives—dread new issues
and new guestions of whatever charaeter. They pre- ‘
fer to rest upon obsolete ideas or humbugs. But new |
questions will arise, and pew issuee, however they
may be dreaded, and they must be met maufully, hon- |
estly and liberally. If those who have assumed to
be leaders, because of their fuck iv office-holdiug, are |
not equal to such crises, they must either stand aside
or be submerged by the advancing tide of public sen-
timent. It matters little which, so far as the world
is concerned.

We remember very well when we boldly assumied
to sdvocate free trade ductrines, and unqualified hos-
tlity to tariff **protection,™ and made that the greal
issue in the contest preceding 1843. Hundreds of
times were we coulioned, and told that the people of
Indiana would not sanction such ultra doctrines,—
that they believed in **incidental” protection,—that
they could not be made to believe any thing elae,—
and that our course would beat the democratic parly
to death ! The latter, by the way, was a fate it iad
long been used lo, nid we were not much afraid U
meet it again. But we pushed alead, politics ‘was
revolutionized, snd the democracy for the first lime
mn the history of Me State was completely and per-
manenily triumphant,

As then, a0 now, wo believe that the only magic
there is in successful politics, is to be xient! To
become right, we must investigate, deliberate, and
consult our judgmente and consciences. We shall
try 10 do this, faithfully, and then, we shall act with
boldness accordingly, fearless of consequences, but i
the full faith that right will ultimately prevail and
error be crushed.

What democral, of wature years, fails lo remem-
ber the protests, disclaimers, the repudiations and
finally the many apostacies, which occurred smong

self-styled democratic lenders, during Jackson's war
agaiost the U. 8. Bank. Wio dves not know, that

even at this day, many of the present whig leaders
claim to have been *‘original Jackson men,” who
apostatized on the new issue mised by the question of
re-chartering the Monster! Who dees not koow

that the same is true, of the Independent Treasury .

question, when proposed by Mr. Van Burea! Sach

has it beem ever, in connexion wilh every great or

pew pulitical issue. Our poler star has always been
—the right ! In that alone is there safety end suc-
cess. Keeping in view and adhering to that, will
gain us at Jeast two converls for every aposiale, that
thins and weeds our ranks.

. Jerrerson to Christiauity.
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Congressional.
Wasmisgroxn, Feb. 18, 1850,

SENaTE.—DMr. Clay presented a petition from a
single individunl, asking that the first Senator pro-
posing a dissolution of the Union be expelled from
the Senate.  Laid on the table,

Afer some unimportant busincse the Senate pro-
cecded to the specinl order of the day, being Clay's
cnlfraslr!ll“i!‘!‘ resolutns.,

Mr. Dowus haviag the floor, proceeded 1o nddress
the Senate ut length in opposition to the resulutions,
and against the admission of Califurnia with her pre-
sent Con<titution. He would not object 1o her ad-
wission bad the Constitution been adopied legitimate-
ly by the people of 1hat State, but he believed it Lind
been adopted by the meddling of the Esecwtive. Mr.
Downs finally gave way for adjournment, without
colicluding,

House.—Mr. Doty offered a resolution and moved
the previous question, that the committee on Territo-
ries be instructed to report a bill providing for the
admission of Califurnia into the Union on an equal
footing with the original States, with the boundsries
and limits defined 1o the Constitation, said bill not to
embrace any subjrct ur natter oulside of California.

After cuudiderable discussion, the yeas and nays
were called on a motion to lay the resolution on the
table, which resulted—yeas 70, nays 121.

Confusion has ever since prevailed. Several inef-
fectual attempts were made to adjourn. The mem-

| bers have mostly got their dinners, and there is every

prospect of a long mgh''s ses<iun.

[The session was protracted till 12 at night, and
then the Speaker declared the civil day was ended, (a
pew idea!) and adjourned the House. The Southern
men ore determined to throw every obstacle in the
way of Californis, because the people prohibited
slavery., They want to carry their negroes there and
drive the whites from the mines. ]

Exrraxation.—In order to put an end to the dis.
cussion of the slavery question, Mr, Doty offered a
resulution instructing the commitiee on Territories to
report a bill admitting California as she stands. The
southern members were taken completely by surprise,
but soon rallied and moved to lay the resolation on
the table, which was negatived by a decided majority.
Every pretext was then resorted to to stave off a di-
rect vote. The members from the North and West
displayed eooluess of temper; they were determined
a vole should be taken, and that determinntion would
have been efiected but for the unexpecied decision of
the Speaker.

Wasuingron, Feb. 20, 1550,

SexaTe.—The bills for the relief of the sureties
of the sieumer United States, and of Maugle and
Quackenbush, sureties of_ 8. Swartwout, passed.

The Senate thea reswined thy consideration of the
matiai 1o refer the ['resident’s Calidornia Message o
the Cuthmitles on Territories.

Mr. Cleméns hn ving the floor, proceeded to discoss

Mr. Clay's resolutions, and entered inlo a defence of |

‘the South on the slavery question,

After & lengthy debate, in which Clay, Cass and
Foute. participaied, the further cowsideration of the
subject was pustponed, and the Senate adjourned till
Mouday.

Housg.—After ‘unimporiant business, the House
went into-Cswmitice of the Whole on the President’s
California Message.

Mr. Bay, of Missouri, having the flour, after suine
strictures on the Admiuistiration, lnunched out in the
Slavery question. He was willing 1o go with the
South as far as the Constitution warranted. He was
upposed to Slavery, but in favor of giving the South
the rights guarantied by the Constitution.

Mr. Thaddeus Stevens followed, with some remarks
on the subject of Slavery. He did not wish Slavery
extended, aud thought if let alone it would eat the
vitals of the South.

After further discussion, the Committee rose and
the House adjourned ull to-morrow.

The Sevaie yesterday confirmed the nomination of
Neil S. Brown, of Tennessee, Minister 1o Russia,
and Waltec Forward, Charge to Denmark.

0~The New York Tribune is laboring very ener-
getleally in trying w prove the infidelity of Tuomas
It will be difficult for the
Tribune to show more than that Jefferson's notions
very much resembled those held by the Quakers. But
suppose it eould demonstrate beyond donbt that Jefe

A more inopportune vceasion than the present, for

For the State Sentinel.
The Grand Jury System.

|  As a convenlion is scon to assemble to remodel
our civil and pulitieal institutions, 1t is proper that
the ationtion of the peaple of the State should be
called 1o.all real or supposed errors or defects in our
that remedies
should be puinted put 1o take their place in our pro-
posed new system of State Government.

In my judgement the Grand Jury is a vicious, or
to gay the least of i1y, a u=eless appendage tn our
courts and to a healthful and just system of criminal
jurisprudence, and eught (o be abolished.

Itis 4 maxim of law thatall men are prespmed in-
nocent until they are duly convicted of crime, which
maxim is rendered nogatory and in faet is reversed

present system, and or substitules

by the intervention of & Grand Jury, for as soon as

;nu indictment is found by this body, (although not
duly convicted) the accused in fact is believed to be

| guilty by the public. The institations of a State

; receive the largest share of the common permanent ap-

| should be such as to command the respect and confi-
| dence of the people, and should be such as are cal-
fenlated to guard from blight, suspicion and stain the

| not the confidence of any one; I mean a confidence
that ite proceedings will be impartial and that a full
and enlightened hearing and consideration will be
given to all subjects brought before them. If we
have this confidence we mus' have it against reason
and the nature of things, for the evidence on the part
of the Siate only is heard and none on the part of the
accused, ard is it possible that justice can be done
before such a body hearing but vne side of the ease?
The finding of a Graad Jary ia blight and mildew
upon a man's character which no time or eircometan-
ces can efface, and all this ie done on hearing only
one side, and perhaps the weaker side of the evi-
dence, in a silent conclave where the citizen cannot
| be allowed to defend himself.

How mmsny men are there in the State whose char-

less, the wanton, or the ill-advised finding of this se-
‘crm inquisitivn, who when placed before a court and
[a traverse jury, were able to show and prove that

{ there was not the least ground for a criminal charge
against them,

{  The inteliigent in every couniy ean point out more
 or less of these men who bave suffered in this man-
| ner, and whose characlers are in fact about as much
{ injured as though they had been convicied and seut
| 1o the Penitentiary.

:r A large portion of the ignerant of the community
| and especinlly the members of the Grand Jury who
| fornd the indictment will think and say that the ac-
| eused ouly got clear by eome flaw in the papers, or
| the chicanery of Lis connsel. [ have seen nnd known
| more than one case of this kind. Ought the charace
{ ter and liberty of an American citizen to undergo so
injurious an investigation by a secret iribunal before
which he cannot appear and be heard? It is and
must be forbidden by every principle of justice and
liberty.

Whatever may have been the necessiiy or utility
of this institution in Eogland, | am satisfied that
neither existe here.

It is incompatible with our notions of fairness, and
mapplicable to our inetitutions. [t is not true even
that it is valuable to the British subject in protecting
his liberty, or that it was instituted for his benefit.
It was orgnnized by the British Kings (at an early
periud it is true), to operate and sit as a secret spy
and informer sgainst all those who were in fact or
were thought to be wanting in fidelity to the British
Crown or Laws,

But if the sama practice prevailed with us that
does in England the system would be less objection-
able in my wind. There (in England) the Grand
Jury never finds an iudictment, but such as are prepai-

' honor and character of sll upon whom they operste. !
{ The Grand Jury is not such an institotion. It has |

jacters have been more or less injured by the cause-!

For the State Sentinel,

The New Consiitution. i
NO. IV. |
In my last | spoke of making liberal and permanent |
provision for tree common schocls, For this purpose, 1
would suggest that the present useless provisivn for coun- |
ly seminaries, might be abulished, and the funds hereto- |
fore wasted opou thew, made an item in the evmmon |
school appropriation. A bank tax for the prnivilege of.
circulating notes—a tax of five mills a gallon on ail ar-
dent spirits manufaciuied in the State,—a tax of from
five (o fifty dollars for tavern licenses, and of one ha!f s
much tor all common victaallers, with the present school
funds, and the income from pedlers’ licenses and avetion
licenses, would probably be fouad an ampie permanent |
endowment for the support of a common school system
that would bring the means of a good English education
, within the resch of the poorest children in the State,
equally with the richest. To this permanent appropom- |
tion should be added a light annual schoul tax, the smali- |
est amount to be fixed by the Conmitution, with a provi- |

sion that the lowns taxing themselves the highest, should |

|

! propristion, as is lhe cose in Mauossachuselts, and some
| other States.

{ The ordinary civil expenses might be provided for by
| the equal taxation ol all property, such as sll real estate,
money at interest, all stocks, except State storks and
United Siates stocks, all cattle, merchandise, furniture,
carriages, tools, farming utensils, boats, and in fact every
kind of productive, ornamental or convenient property, of
whatsoever name or nature, snd » light poll-tax. A sink-
ing fund might be provided for the final extinguishment
of the State debt, out of the income from the public
worka, and the public lands, acd all other pubhe prop-
| erty.

The present mode being vnequal and unjust in many
instances, provision shonld be made for a fair and just
system of valuation, vpon each county and township,
and city in the State. This sssesement might be made
once in ten years, in the follawing manner, viz: every
year preceding the new assescment,it should be made
the duty of the voters of each congressional disirict to
nlect one assessor, and of the people of the State 1o elect
[ two at large, in like manner rs we chouvss electors of
| President and Vice President, whose duty it should ba to

| assemble at some convenient place at the eapital, and fix
the value of all lands, enttle, &e. &c., in each county,
snd to make a fuir and equal assessment of the State tax
upon exch, to be submitted to the then next Legisiature,
whose approval by a joint vote of both branches should
be uwecessary to make it of legal firce. [ present here
merely the genernl idea. The details would require
| much discussion and care, in framing the law. The as-
i sessment opce made, there would be o further expense
attending it for ten years

Afier the tax upon each county had been fixed, the
townships should each appoint an assessor, to meet in
convention to fix the tax for each lowmh‘ip.m the ba-
sis of the State valuation, and then euch 1ownship should
Bppoint nesessors to assess oll taxable property in it, and
muke out a list of taxes for the collector,

But as a prany saved is better than a penny assessed,
and as good ns a penny collected, the stiictest economy

|
|
!

should be observed, not inconsstent with an efficient ad-
ministration of justice, nnd the public weal generally.
Those who feed at the public crib should be reduced 10
thie smallest number possible, and as many public ser-
vonts as may be consisient with the ends of good gov-
ernment, paid by fees; snd these should not exceed a
fair compeusation for the services performed—and all be-
yond that, if any,should be paid into the public treasury.

SWITZERLAND.

For the State Sentinel.
CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM.
The Legisiative Assembly.
[0 the Sentinel of February Tih, is an article from

change of eur Coustitution in the orgunization of the
Legislative Assembly, so as to have ouly a single
Representative body. This article comes to us with
the endorsement, in part, of the Seutinel. The

entitles the proposition to serivus and mature consid-
erativn.

l egonomy, **us the time necessary to go through the '

the pen of one * learned in the law,” propuging a |

learned paternity of the article, with the endorsement, |
!
The firat reason sssigned for the change is |

attempling to distract the Demaocratic party of Indi-
ana, by making false issue=, or appealing to iguorant
prejudice, could not be selected,—unless it be dove
with a view of aiding the uvliraists of the South (o
reduce all free territory lo lhe dominiun of slavery, or
in default of that, lo dissolve the Union. They nim
at nothung short of this, if we can understand the
plain and positive declarations of the “Madmen™ in
Congress. They cannot have our sid to accomplish
either. :

Fines.—A great fire, destroying 20 or 30 buildings.
occurred in New Orleans on the 16th. The Picayune
printing office and Robb's banking house were ainong
the buildings consumed. Loss half a million, mostly
1nenred. |

The American Hotel aod other buildings in New
York were destroyed by fire on the 17th, Loss
£50,000 ; Insured §10,000, |

The Avon Theatre, at Norfolk, Va., was tmnllyf
buret.  Loss, @17.000. The fire, it is supposed, wes |
the work of an incendiary.

MoxTaEa Ly Feb. 15th, 1850.—There have been se-
rious riots sgainst the Schoul Act. The Acrsessor's
house was burned, and & fire last night destroyed the
Canadian Institute Library and the Governor's Office.

{'7~We are told that Zack Taylor's juvenile Re-
gister at this place has opened a broker's shop under
the sign of the Register of the Land Qffice, and is
shaving the honest land purchasers to the tune of one
per ceot., so that with a salary of five hundred dol-
Jars, one per cent. on sales, and one per cent. shave,
who can doubt bot that thie honest and capable officer
(of this intelleciual administration) 1INPURTED fresh
from White Water, will sey ve the people handsumely. |
Oh Whiggery !

*7~The Cincinnati Gnzetia recently contained an
article relative 1 the public printing of Ohio, which |
manifests nothing more or less, than ether the gross |
iguorance or the dishopesty of that paper. We
should think the Gazetie could afford to fuel superior |
to suych miserable humbag. l

i~ The N. Y. Tribune asserts that the recent slan- |

ders against Gen. Lane, appearing in that paper in
the shape of letiers from Ogregon, were uttered by |
«s Joeafocos,” and eonsiders this *' a knock down argu- |
ment.” Wedonot. We suppose that there are a |
fow * locofoco ™ as well as whig raseals; and that'
such would select the Tribune ss their organ of |'-ub-i
lic commuuicstion. [f those assanlts had been niade |
by honest democrals, who had any reason to make'
them, they would bave chosen a drmoeratic paper, !
and not the Tribune, as their mediom. This very se- |
Jection proves their dishansety, if nothing else. ,

1
w-Wo intended to have erased the name of

-

ferson was asy great a skepiic as Puine, which it nl-
leges.—would the result strengthen the cause which
the Tribune professes so much solicilude for? We
think uet. We suspect another motive, besides a
disposition 1o disparage Jefferson politically, operates
upon the Tribune. Greeley himeelf has frequently
been charged with infidelity by his opponents,—even
whigs. Heoundoubtedly sympathises with the French
infidels of the present day, and he may think it proe
fitabie nnd expedient 1o show forth his nwn professed
faith by assailing the memory of Jefforson. He thus
sttempts to kill two birds with one sione,—and per-
haps three : the last being a thrust indirectly against
Christianity, by proclaiming the usbeliel of so great
a man as Mr. Jefferson. We read (2 Cor. xi. 14,)

{ that Satan may be trausformed intoan angel of light.

So may Ureeley play the hypoerile, and pretend to be
a Caristinn, il be thinks it will pay best.

Gamsrees, &e.. v Carwronsia,—~The New York
Tribune says—* An intelligent friend who eujoyed
goad opportunities for information in S8an Francisco,
estimates the amount of gold in the hands of the
gamblers alone of that eity, on the lst of January,
(our latest date) at Foerteen Millions of Dollars.
These *sporting men,' by the way, have done the
largest business of any class of operators in Califor-
nia during the last year. They subscribe liberally 1o
new chorches, and assume the character of public-
spirited citizens. They of course pay the highest
rents, and rather the most of them ; though the best
private house in the city is owned and occupied by
women of very equivoeal character.”

Tue “ Orparessp " Sovrn.—Of the five full for-
eign mssions filied under this administration, four
are from the slave states and but one from the free
states—viz. Mr. Rives of Va. to Paris; Mr. Barren-
ger of N, C. ta Madrid; Mr. Letcher of Ky. to
Mexico; and Bailie Pevion of La. to Chili—while
Abbot Lawrence of Muss. as Minister 1o England, is
the only selection of that grade of appointments from
the Free States. It is decidedly ** ungenervus ** thus
to thrust all the diplomatic duties and diplomatic dol.
lars on the abused South. It is enough to make them
disunionists, so as 1o escape such ** oppression.”
Other soutbern martyrs will soun be forced to take
the piaces of Hannegan and Webb.

Mrcsigan Roap.—Aessra. Geo. West snd Holmes
ate king active meaeures fur plankiog this impor.
mut route,—only sceond in importance to the Na-
tional road. They raised moro than ten thousand
dollars sock subscriptions in as many days. We
hope they will go shead with undiminished energy,
and that all who are able will give them a lift.

R —

27 We Lope oar readers will take note of the ob-

wBowles™ from the letier of Gen. Lane, published in jections tw the Grand Jury System, ns stated by P,

our last ; but accidently overlooked the matter ontil |
it bad passed through a portion of the mi-mm.!
It would have been better to omit the name, as the

l

Does any gentleman know of sny good, practical rea.
son why this partial, one-sided, secret inquisition,
should be retained or perpetuated !

(2~The last No. of the Home Journal containe &

(7The cignature was sccidentally lofi off the eolymn and & half notice of our poetess, Mre. Bor-

communication in our last, on the License Lawe. [t/

&ul‘hnhud‘.ﬂﬂ.l..

on. 1t does her ne more than justior, and yet will

be decmed favorable.

! | forms of legislation would be greatly duninislied, and |
ed by the Crown Officer, (answering to vur Prosecuting | the pitiful and despicable squabbles between the twu

Attoruey) before the Grand Jury is called, and nnr bodies, su often witnesscd, each attempuing to out- |
their being sworn and charged, they are handed 1o | Maneuvre the other, in bringing on or staving off o |

| election, thu< consuming a large shiare of time, would !
the foreman of 1} : > ' 4 g .
' . 18 Jury with the names of witnesses | be forever preveuted, and the whole expensive me-|
to sastein each endorsement on the back; and no oth- chinery of vur body would be disp-nsed with."

er witnesses are examioed and no other indictment is |  Economy in the formation of a government is only i
found. T'hen the subject knows whether he is or sl & secondary consideration.  The first sud greal quess |
not 1o be charged before the Grand Jury, and in Ihi.i tion is, what machinery is necessary to secure to I.h.§

he has the advantage of our citizen who very fre-
quently knows nothing of the matter until he is sery.
with process issued upon the indictment.

The habit of our Grand Juries examining at ran-
dom and without special direction of the Court,
fully explains the reason why not one vut of ter: who
are indicted for felony are ever convicted,

It would be better, ehenper, fairer and more manly,
to have all our criminal proceedings open to all, and
that tie accused should be at liberty from the first 10

the last step o the prosecutiou, to meet his accusers
in public, fsce 1o fuce. P.

For the Stale Sentinel.
A New Mode of Raising Money under
the New Comnstitution.

Messes. Epitors:—1 have heard the following mode
suggested as one means ol supplying the public treasury,
viz: the State to become the insurer of all buildings in
it, nt the lowest rate now paid on the different kinds of
risks ; which would probably average about one per cent.
It is probalily within bounds to suppose that there are two
bundred thousand buildings in the State worth oo an ave-
rage $200 each. This would give $40,000,000. If these
buildings shouid be insured at three-fourths their value,
the amount would be thirty millions of dollars, and the
policies would produce an annual revanuve of §300,000,
Agenis would be pecessary in every county, and in some
counties several would be necessary, to value property
and collect moneys. These ngents might be the county
commissioners, or shenffs, or assessors, as the insurance
business would not occupy even one agent all his
time. Supposing the whole expense of insuring to reach
$100,000, including lcases by fire, 1he nel revenue would
be §200000 per avnum. No tazes should, in such an
eveni, be levied upon buildings. Suvch a tax is now paid
by all eareful men, and would not be felt as a burden by
any one ; while by most men, it would be cheerfully and
gladly paid. The samount of the whols matter is this.
The State would become the insurer of all buildings to
the amount of three-fourths of their value, and receive
the usual amount paid to insurance offices, for the insu-
rance. To large numbers it wonld be a reliet from all
tazation, propes. Those who had been in the habit of
being ingured, would continue 10 be insured against Joss,
at the same cost, and relieved from former axntion, while
thase not insured before, would now be iusured, but not
taxed.

‘Such are the outlines of u plan for reising u portion of
the public revenuve that | have heard suggested. IT found
to bo expedient and desirable, provision might be mede
in the new Constitwtion for legislative enactments for
this purpose. TYRO.

psspepen ct—R——

7~ We tender our thanks 10 Jous Viscent, Eeq.,
Bruin's M4 Rowds, for the handsume club of subscri-
bers which he sent us, and have also forwarded the
extra copies. Those who desire Gudey's beautiful
Lady's Book, when sending us clubs of ten and up-
wards, insiead of un extra paper, will please so state,

| people the best government ; and until that guestion |
' 1% settled, economy must not be taken intv the ac-|
count.

The squabbles referred to, consequent upon bring-
| ing on elections, are of very rare weccurrence, and |
! will doubtless be obviated in the new Constivution, by |
| restoring to the people the right 1o eleet ali their ofii- |
| cers. There will then only rewaimn to the legislature
the right 10 eleet the officers necessary to their or- |
gunization, and United States’ Seopators. And the
present indientions are so frequent as to justify us in
the cunclusion, that the Constitution of the Unied |
States must undergo a simular change at no di-«tnm'l
day. |

!'Tlmt man is eapable of self-government,” and !
* that tke will of the people is, .ufur right vught to !
be, the supreme aud uncontrolled power in the Siate,"
are truths so axivmwatic as 1o be most cordially con-
ceded. Bat in what respect the division of the legis-
lature into two eo-ordinate branches reflects on man's
capacity for self-government, or how the will of the
people has been frustrated thereby, dues not appear
from the arguments of this gentleman * learned in
the lJaw." By the aid of checks and guards which
modern nations, instructed by ages of expericuce,
have thrown around the departments of their govern-
ments, they have fully solved and demonstrated the
great problem of past ages as 1o man's capacity for
self-government—without these very checks and
guards, the hopes of the philanthropist would, per-
haps, have never been realized,

g?nr i= the argument in favor of the division of the
legislative department into two co-ordinate and sepa-
rate bodies weakened by the origin of that division,
If Greot Britain fuund it necessary for reasons local
to that kingdom, to divide her Parliament into two
paris, has vot the division been found eminently use-
ful snd necessary in this country fur olher reasons!
The divigion is admitted o6 necessary in Great Bri-
tain, but it is said that there are no rival interests in
this country to be represented.  * There is only oue
clags—the whole people; but a single intcrest to be
consulted—the interest of the whole people, nne sad
indivisible. If ihe ioterest represented s a wnit,
why should the representation be double!  If the will

of the people is reflected by their delegates, for what
do you wish a eheck?"" :

Ho rival interesis!  This learned gentleman must
certninly belong to * the rest of mankind,” laiely
brought to vur notice by DPresident Taylor, or Le
would not exclaim, * ne rival interests in this coun- |
try."  True, there is not in this couniry as io Great
Britain, an aristocraecy of birth and wealth establish-
ed by law; but there is in these United States as ra-

joos an sristocracy of wealtl as cant be found in

. And although in this new stute great

equalily exists in the wealth and circumstances of

the people, yet the day is fest approaching when ware

ring interests will be scen hare. requiring all the

and checks which the wisdom of men can in-

yent, to protect the interests and great uatural rights

of the pevple, and the unit of interest will then be
made up of infinitessimal fractious.

Having thos briefly noticed some of the arguments
in favor of & single legizlative assembly, the object |
in the next place will be to exhibit some of the res-
sons for the double urganization. =
The separstion of the legislative depnrtiment infn

|
\

and we shall furthwith vrder it.

two co-vidivate budies, guaranties & more extensive

kuowledge of 1he will of the people in those bodies,
aud more wisdom jn earrying that will into effect,
than can be found in a single budy.

There 18 an evident tendency in the progressive
spirit of the age in the United Sintes to increase, ra-
ther than diminish the nomber of members in legilo-
tive budies; and for obvious ressons, ns embadying a
more intimate and extended knowledge of the will,
the wanis, and the interests of the peaple, as well s
greater wisdom to earry that will into effeer.

The double orgunization will enable a larger body
to act separale’y than could net ogether. But the
chief nnd greal object of this separation of the legis-
lature inlo lwo houses, ecting separately, and wath
en-ordinate puwers, is to destroy the evil effects of
sudden ond strong excitement, and of precipitate
menrures, springing from pus<ion, caprice, prejudice,
personal Influence snd party intrigue.” All these
passions and influences are sympathetic and may be-
come general in one body, so as to stamp their im-
press on the prupositions under consideration; bu! the
olher body, scting separalely, is not influenced there-
by; and, mureover, the elements thereof may not
exist in the other to Ihe same exten!; and if bolh
should exhib:t & want of due consideration, It 1v no
arguinent in favor of the siagle body. It must like-
wise be conceded that it 1= more dificult, when there

———— e

=
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From Washingion.
Correpondence of Lhe Stote Sentinel,
Wasminaron, Feb. 11, 1860,

The House wns engaged s!l day with the conrider-
ation of the joint resolution Limiting the expense of
eollecting tie revenue. Several amendments were of-
fered, and any number of five minute speeches made.
Tuhe House finally rejected 8!l the amendmeuts, bat
those reported by the Commitiee of Wayes and Meaus.
The main question was then ordered to be put, but a
reconsideration of the vote was moved, snd the mat-
ter lies over till t=morrow,

In the Senate, after a lengthy debate on the ques.
tion of receiving a petition from the citizens of Peun-
sylvania, prayiug for a peaceful dissclution of the
Union, which terminated in the rejoction of the pe-
tition, ouly tiree, Chase, Hale and Seward, voling
aye, Mr. Berrien of Ga., one of, if not the most pol-
iehed vrator in the Senate, proceeded 1o speak agrinst
Mr. Clay's resvlutions. He contended that ithe Con-
slitnlion carried slavery into the territories of the
United States. He also opposed the admittance of
California as a State. The honorable gentleman be-
fore concluding, gave way 1o a motion to adjourn.

Dr. Gwin, one of the Sentlors elect from Califor-
nia, und both the Representatives are in town. They
are all firm and decided democrats, Dr. Gwin stetes
that California is overwhelmingly democratic, and
that if there were any whigs there, they tock care not
o vwn their politics.

Col. Fremont was detained on sccount of the ill-
ness of his lady.

Levin, the native-American Congressman from
Pennsylvania, and a firm eupporter of the * powers
that be,” and Fitz Henry Warren, Taylor's head
Butcher, bad a ** knock down,”™ at the [r\"mg Hoose,
iv this cily, last Saturday. [t seems that Warren had
refused to make some ap;tui:-lllurnt recomnmended by
Levin—and vpon the former sccosting Levin—Levin

are two houo-«es, to form combinations, by which mea- | told him bhe ** wes a d—d scoundrel "—a scuflle im-

sures, pernicivus to the inmlerests of the people, are
thrust upon the country.

by a single legislative assembly without them, is |

highly probable.

Having thus given a fow brief ransons for the doo-
ble orgunization, and which are but a yttie of what
might be adduced, 1t will now be shown that expe.
rieuce sheds a broad stream of Ligit on this question.
That the gentleman who has put forth this propesi-
tion of a single legislalive assewbly, las carefully
avoided history in relation theretn, |5 most apparen’.
Men, *tlearned in the law,” Lave theorized on, eud
skeicked the plans of model governments, but time,
the great teacher, hos ehown that in consequence of
the iufinity of motives to human ection, no theory
can be predicated thereon, and that experience is the
only safe guide in framing the fundamental laws of a
country. Fortunately for the people of this State,
they are not subjected to the necessity of testing, by
way of experiment, the propuged plan. DPenusyive-
nia and Georgia, composed of people humnogeneous
with our own, that the will of the people might be
directly reflected by their delegates, concentrated nll
legisiative power in a fingle house ; and we Linve the
result in the instability and passion which marked
their proceedings ; and so sensible were the people of
this defect, and the inconvenicuces they had suifered
from it, that 10 both States they amended their con-
stitutions, and introdaced another body to check the
miscule that had prevailed. * No portivn of the po-
litical history of mankind is more full of iustractive

lessons ou this subject, or containe more striking

proofs of the faction, instability nnd misery of states
undei the dominton of a single, unchecked assembly,
than that of the Itatien republics «f the middle ages,
and which rose in great vumbers nud with dazzling
and transient eplendor in the interval between the
fall of the East: -n and Western Empire of the Ro-
mans. They were all alike constituted with a single
unbhalanced pssembly. They were all alike miserable
and ended in eunilar disgrace.” France is perhaps
the anly nation that, having tried both plans, adheres
to that of & single asseinbly ; and ber example, black-
ened with recent infamy, will nol temipt the people of
this country to forsake a eafe and well tried system,
to tread in her devioue and tortuous footsteps,

The argument-is by no means conclusive, that
when a messure falls between the twa houses the will
of the people has been defeated thereby. One house
has as good a right to know the will of the people as
the other, and when a measure fails to receive the
eanction of both houses, it is presumptive, at least,
that it is not required, or that the means employed to
carry that will into effect are inadequate, or detri-
mental to gomie other cherished measure or principle
of the people ; and so far has our legislation gone to
carry out the will of the pcn'ple that we have, in our
local laws, met the wishes of every individunl. The
concentration of all legislative power in a single as-
sembly would only increase the great curse of the
age—excessive legislation, embracing things preseut,
and, as in Congress, when they proposed in the be-
gioning of the Mexican war to legislute in reference
io any lerritory we might acquire—things to come.

It is urged against the double organization of the
Legislature, that the fwo hooses du not give that at-
tention and feel that responsibility that one singic as-
sembly would give and feel. This is by no means
true.  And if it were true, it would prove that a single
member would be better than many members, lor,
Laving no one to divide the responsibility with, he
would exercise care and attention in due pruportion
to the whole respon<ibility.

There are remedies for all the evils complained of,
but they are not to be found in the cousolidation of
the two branches of the legislative department.

{ Communicated.)
They Won’t Mix.

Nothing is, with right-minded democrals, more lament-
nble than the politieal svicide of men who, s fearless

advocates of demoeratic principles, have raised them- |

selves 1o such nn clevated point in the estimation ll!d
confidence ol reformers, a8 1o create, unfortunntely, in

mediately ensued, which would have ended rather dis-

Thiz legislative * log.roll- | astrously 10 the M. C., Imd not Col. Baker, and sev-
ing "' bas done inuch nuscluef 1o this Siate, evea with | eral others interfered.
our checks ; that much more would have been done |cy'

1" a wounder * all the Jecen-

can’t conduet themselves maore properly.

| lumor says that Gen. Houston mmtends ra:i-_f‘niug
his seat in the Senate, afier the slavery and Texus
beundary questions cre scitled. lo that evemt, M:.
Kaunfman, the able representative of that State, on the

{ floor of the House, will likely succeed lum,

Speaking of Texas, the latest intelligence from that
State, ropreseuts her Legisiature es having voted men
| and money, to esforce her jurisdiction over the coun-
ty of Sania Fe. The President has given orders that
the military should not oppose the authorities of Tex-

as, and consequently, there will be a conflict between
the people of Sania Fe and Texas, in which the latier
will undgubtedly be successful. This i1s ** masterly
innctivity," on the part of our Executive, for you,—
Without the boldness or fiaakness to come out in fa-
| vor of the extension of slavery, and the claims of
| Texns to New Mexico, he is nevertheless pursuing a

puliey and recommending a course-—non-getion-~which

will insure both. A pretly specimen of a free soil
, President, truly !

Gen. James Watson Webb, one of Taylor's konest,
capable, and faithful appointments, was this day re-
jecied, by the Senate, as charge to Vienna. The vote

| vn his confirmation was, ayes, T—uoes 34. M.

Clay voted against him—Gen. Webb Lowever has
pocketed §4,500 outht. His successur, of course,
| will get 84,500 more—this is the way the pevple’s
money is spent. "EN.

Wasmincron, Feb. 12, 1850.

The motion o reconsider the vote yesterday, by
which the main question was urdered to be put, ou the
bill providing for the expense of collecting the reve-
nue, was carried, in the House, to-day. Mr. King,
of N. J., then offered an amendment, allowing the
Secretary §1,225,000 for the next six months. Tlas

wmendment passed, and the bill as thus amended,
went through all the requisite forms, and finally pass-
ed, ayes 105—noes 78,
It may not be unimeresting lo your renders o ex-
amine into this matter a httle. Mre. Meredith has
expended, in the last half year, §1,201.897 21—this
bill gives him &1,225,500 for the next half year—
meaking the whole amount of collecting the revenve
{ for the fiscal year ending June, 1850, §2,516.807 .21,
| or nine hundred and fifly-six thousand, eight hundred
and ninely-seven doliars and 21 cents, more than the
{ law of 3d March, 1849, allowed him, and four Aun-
'I dred and eighly-four thousand, two hundred and sixiy-
| ane dollars and 21 cents more than Mr. Walker ex.
| pended in the fiscal year ending June, 1848, Batsay
| the whig financiers, Califuruis and Oregon are an ad
ditional expense—an expense that Me. Walker had
not to incur, Well, Iot us ece. Mc. Meredith calcu-
! Jates the expense of collecting the revenue, in these
territories, at only £125,000. Mr Walker, on the
other hand, was charged with the expenses of the de-
benture system, now abolished, $40,000—the =ddi-
tional charge of arming and equipping revenue cul-
ters as vessels of war, 850,000—1he marine service
wae vne third larger than now, making $91,000 more
of e charge—the estimated revenwe is §1,500,000 leas
this year, making $45,000 more of a charge in 1848
—iuaking altogether $226,C00 of expenses under Mr,
Walker, that Mr. Meredith is relieved of. This will
certainly offset the additional expense of collecting
the revenve of Califurnia and Oregon. The fact tien
stands undispuled snd undisputable, that, with every
sdvantage in his favor, Taylor's Secretary of 1
Treasury requires nearly half & million more to
lect the revenue than was expended by his predeces-
sor. Let the people thiok of thie.

Mr. Inge otj“:&ln., delivered himself in the House.
Hie spcech was like Soutbern speoches generally, ex-
cept that he did not say much ebout disumon. He
gpouted the usval quota of nonsense and rant however.

Mr. Berrien of Ga., resumed and concluded his
speech, in the Senate, to-doy. The ladies were out
in numbers, and tovk possession of the Senate Cham-
ber, the Senators, of course, boing too gallant to re-

fuse them admitinnce.
' Previous tu the speech of the Senstor of Ga., there

such advecate's minds, the belief that they can lead their | wos ratlier a spirited debate, on the question of re-

admirers—nay, drive them,—just when and whore ihey
please. Such usurpers are invanably disappointed ; some-
times earfier and sometimes later ; but in due time, badly
disappointed ; and, as their own bad conduct recuils upoo
them, nnd bresks them down, they are, in every sense of
the expression, political snicides—hroken down politi-
ciane : they hove lost the admirntion of !‘lwir late, and
never gain one with their new friends—a disappoiniment
that ouly adds 1o the regret of the one and the contempt
of the other. 1 have often been surprised that, 1o such
men, history is s unayniling : history would, had it been
consulted, 8t a very trifling expense 1o the patient, have
saved the political life of Aaron Barr, at the ill-siarred
moment for his good name and fame, when he concluded
to gain sa advaniage personal lo himself, al the expense
of E:ll friends, by treason with the enemy : 80 too, with
Col. Burr's distinguished kinswan, Mr. Van Buren, when
he undertook, in accordance with Mr. Benton’s unfortu-
nate advice, 1o drive the democratic party of the United
States upon the Texus question, over to the posiiion and
doetrines of unadulterated faderalism, upon the Louisiana
question. Mr. V. . hed for more than a quarter ol a
century held the liberalists of our m::rg in such a chain
of admiration for his eloguent essays speeches in be-
half of the rights of mun, that many were, st ficat, fear-
ful that a diggention from his opinions would, at that time,
cause such division themselves as to peril our suc-
cess in the political contest then just at hund : but what
n lesson did the result of that contest teach! The rauk
and file dropped him, 1o use an lrishism, like a hot po-
lato. ’

I submit these remarks to the prayerful consideration
of such men in Indiana as are using every effort in their
power to convey the democratic party here and else-
where, body and trowserluons, 10 tha bed and board of
Abolitionism. They will find that, so long as even a
nook or corner can be fonnd for the dissomination of such
docirines e wmanate from the pens of 1" and
“N."” their labors will be lost. That democracy and
sbolltionism will mixs, is » new doctrine in Indiana ; one
100, that could not, in the nature of things, have urix.
nated this far west; it smells like cod-fish. Leave
1owns sand cilies—1he scenes and haunis of political wire-
workers and to the country, where the

eare not who, but whaet is in office ; ask them

if thoy k the two will mix? You will hear them
answer—** No, not unless times have altered wonderfully
since 1844, when we voted fur Polk and Dallas, because
they were nominated by, and had nocepted the nomina.
tion of, a convention that declardéd just az eternal hostili-
ty to federalism in the of abulitionism, as in the
e of 'Nﬁ’! Tell jolitical huckaters about
Indianapolin, lbz.aylnd soon, and very much to
their sarprise, that political sexton is not dead yet;
nor has he quit the business; and furthermore, if’ they

that raxy won't mix.” G

ceiving a petition from New Hampshire, asking that
| slavery may not be extended into New Mexico and
Califurnia. In answer to some remarks of Mr. But-
ler of 8. C,, Mr. Hale said, ** New Hawpshire blood,
coursing in New Hampshire veins, from the com-
tencement of this Government, in the Senata, in the
Huuse of Representatives, and upon the field of bal-
tle, hus attested their rights; and she has sons that
will still vindicate those rights agsinst all her foes—
coms when they will, howo they will, and where they
will.”

Mr. Davis, of Misa., combatied the position—and
Mr. Butler, of 8. C., declared that the South did not
ssk and did not wam the exteveion of slavery—
** Hands off' ! let us alove!"” was all they asked.

PEN.

[In the above debate, Mr. King of Als., declared

that slave holders had the right 1o carry and hald

slaves in any portion or all of the territories. 3o he
is reported in the Union.—Ebps. Ssnr.)
= — ———

Excrisit Staxparp Pexonicars.—\We invite the
attention of gentlemen to the advertisement of Leon-
ard Scott & Co., for the republicstion of the Foreign
Quarterly Reviews and Blackwood's Magazine.
These works, together, are invalvable to all whe de-
sire to acquire a profound knowledge of the mental,
inoral and political world as it is. And the very low
rates at which they may be had, brings them all with.
in the convenient reach ol every professional and
business man. We shall soon take vecasion to call

sttention to these works more particularly,

(A California letier says:

wold digging bad been mostly suspended for the
season, and & 1 many persons were flocking b
the towns. Wages of common leborers were much
lower, suly from four to six dollars & day being paid.
Mechanics, such as carpenters, masons, &c., esm-
mand from §12 to 16 n day. The couniry 1¢ over-
run with PRINTERS "

If the last sentence is true, no money will be made
at printing ; for priotera are in the habit of compe-
ting with oue anuther, until they get below cost, snd
work for nothing by choice. In no other trade s

want our opinion sbout abelitionisa und d-nw:y,‘hii | there 8o little espril du corps, a8 in printing.
. W.K. | o

Indianapolis, Feb., 1650.
; ———————

Tlhe Lovisiana dry dock at A opposite
Orbu,mtiuizpnmum
It would hld four large ships, and cannot
without great expense.

The [Hinois State
w hest pro<pect in the region of Springdcld.

New

"hhr::: | ::-ly eed

be n
| may, ﬂ:'lﬁe proteetion of labor, snd copitalisis still
Register speaks farorably of the | exercise the power of starvation, to bring laborers 1a

0=The P‘Iﬂﬂ;f(‘ll (Gazetie understands that, m

| consequence of the injurious effects of the ten hour

the proprietors of the cotton mills have wnani.
sospond work.  Pass what jaoe you

terms.




